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Bi- Na t io n a l Pa r tn e rs h ip  & Ec o n o m ic  Va lu e
Gre a t La ke s  St. La wre nc e  Se a wa y Sys te m

Operations & Reach
● J o in t ly  op e ra t e d  b y  t h e  U. S .  a n d  

Ca n a d a  s in c e  19 5 9 .

● Se rv e s  8  U. S .  s t a t e s a n d  2  
Ca n a d ia n  p rov in c e s .

Economic Value
● Su p p ort s  ov e r  3 2 9 , 0 0 0  job s a n d  

g e n e ra t e s  $ 5 9  b illion in  a n n u a l 
e c on om ic  a c t iv it y  b i- n a t ion a lly .

● Th e  U. S .  p o r t ion  s u p p o rt s  
14 7, 0 0 0 +  U. S .  job s a n d  g e n e ra t e s  
$ 2 6  b illion in  a n n u a l U. S .  e c on om ic  
a c t iv it y .
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St ra t e g ic  Vis io n
Te c h Dominanc e  & Mode rniza tion

Vessel Information 
System (VIS)
● De v e lop in g  a  n e w ,  

s t a t e - o f- t h e - a r t  
Ve s s e l In fo rm a t ion  
Sy s t e m  (VIS) in  
p a r t n e rs h ip  w it h  t h e  
Ca n a d ia n  Se a w a y  
(SLSMC).

Centralized Lock 
Operations
● In it ia t in g  th e  c on v e rs ion  

o f U.S .  loc ks  to  
c e n t ra liz e d  re m o te -
c on t ro l op e ra t ion s  to  
in c re a s e  e ff ic ie n c y .

● Foc u s  on  le v e ra g in g  
p r iv a te - s e c to r  
in n ov a t ion  a n d  U.S .  t e c h  
d om in a n c e .



Crit ic a l In fra s t ru c tu re  
Bi- Na tiona l St. Lawre nc e  Se away Spe c ific a tions

15
Locks

Fe a tu re s  15  b i-
n a t io n a l lo c ks :  13  
o p e ra t e d  b y  Ca n a d a ,  
a n d  2  b y  th e  Un it e d  
Sta t e s  (Eis e n h o w e r 
a n d  Sn e ll).

HFM
Mooring Tech

Eq u ip p e d  w ith  s t a t e -
o f- th e - a r t  Ha n d s -
Fre e  Mo o rin g  
t e c h n o lo g y  a c ro s s  
a ll 15  lo c ks  fo r  
e n h a n c e d  s a fe ty .

9 9 .3 %
Reliability

U. S.  t ra n s it  s y s t e m  
re lia b ilit y  re m a in s  
e xc e p t ion a lly  h ig h  a t  
99.3% .



3 7.0 M
TONNES 2025

Se a w a y  ton n a g e  in  
2 0 2 5  s e a s on :  
37.023M tonnes ,  
re p re s e n t in g  a  5.31% 
YOY decrease .

2 0 .74 M
TONNES 2026 YTD

Se a w a y  ton n a g e  YTD 
in  2 0 2 6 :  20.74M 
tonnes ,  re p re s e n t in g  
a  2.63% YOY 
increase .

+ 7.10 %
TRANSITS

Ve s s e l t ra n s it s  s h ow  
a  p os it iv e  7.10% YOY 
increase ,  
d e m on s t ra t in g  s t e a d y  
m a rit im e  t ra ffic  
v o lu m e .

GAINS
DRY BULK +17% YOY

COMMODITIES:

Cement: +32% YOY
Salt: +51% YOY
Potash: +33% YOY

2 0 2 6  Ca rg o  Tra d e  Tre n d s  & Pe rfo rm a n c e
Maritime  Log is tic s  Tonnage  a nd  Commodity Ins ights



U.S.  Gra in  Exp o rt s
A Powe rful Trade  Eng ine

+ 10 0 %
Surge in U.S. Grain Exports YOY (YTD 2026)
72 8 K t on n e s  YTD t h rou g h  Au g u s t  3 1,  2 0 2 6 ,  v s .  3 6 3 K 
t on n e s  in  2 0 2 5

Market Driver
Drive n by s trong  U.S. c orn e xports .
Transit Share
5 6 %  (6 7 t ra n s it s ) o f t h e  12 0  c om p le te d  fo re ig n  
e xp o rt  s h ip m e n t s  e x it in g  th e  Gre a t  La ke s  YTD 
th rou g h  m id - J u ly  2 0 2 6  w e re  a g ric u ltu ra l p rod u c t s .



YTD Gra in  Ov e rv ie w
Sys te m- wide  agric ultura l e xport volume  by ke y c ommoditie s

Peak Volume

6 . 3 1M
+19.3% vs 5 - Yr

5- Yr Benchmark

5 . 2 9 M
Baseline

Wheat Share

6 6 %
Volume Anchor

Ke y  Pe rfo rm a n c e  In s ig h t s
Multi -Year Volume Expansion
Afte r  a  2 0 2 2  t rou g h  o f 4.13M ton n e s ,  s h ip m e n ts  s u rg e d  
+52.8% th rou g h  2 0 2 5 .

Wheat Serves as Structural Anchor
Ste a d y  g row th  from  2.22M (2 0 2 2 ) to  ov e r  4.0M ton n e s ,  
a n c h or in g  2 / 3  o f th rou g h p u t .

Coarse Grain & Oilseed Diversification
Corn / Ca n o la  a d d e d  ~1.76M tonnes in  2 0 2 5 ,  w ith  fe e d  s p e c ia lty  
b u ffe r in g  2 0 2 6 .



Glo b a l Co n n e c t io n  & Tra n s it  Me t r ic s
20 26  YTD Se away Trade  Tre nds

5 3 6
Vessel Transits
Th ro u g h  U.S.  lo c ks  b e tw e e n  
Gre a t  La ke s  a n d  fo re ig n  
m a rke t s .

3 3
Global Partners
Co u n t r ie s  a c t iv e ly  t ra d in g  
w ith  Gre a t  La ke s  p o rt s .

2 76
Inbound Transits
Fo re ig n - fla g g e d  v e s s e l 
t ra n s it s  in to  th e  Se a w a y  
Sy s te m .

2 2 0
Export Transits
Ve s s e l t ra n s it s  e x it in g  th e  
Se a w a y  Sy s te m  w ith  
e xp o rt s .



GREAT LAKES CRUISE SEASON
20 26  Proje c te d  to  Se t Re c ords  for Re g iona l Cruis ing

> 2 3 ,0 0 0
▲ +5% over 2025

PASSENGER CAPACITY
Re g ion a l p a s s e n g e r  b ookin g s  a re  fo re c a s t e d  t o  
re a c h  h is t o ric  h ig h s ,  re fle c t in g  g row in g  
d e m a n d .

> $ 3 0 0 M
▲ +25% over 2025

ECONOMIC IMPACT
Tot a l e c on om ic  b e n e fit s  a c ros s  m a rit im e  
c om m u n it ie s  a re  p ro je c t e d  t o  s u rp a s s  $ 3 0 0  
m illion  USD.

8 0 0 +
Port Visits Planned

MARKET EXPANSION
Am e ric a n  Cru is e  Lin e s  e n t e rs  t h e  m a rke t ,  
d r iv in g  a  m a jo r  e xp a n s ion  o f loc a l p o rt  s t op s  a n d  
in fra s t ru c t u re .



Exp a n d in g  Horiz on s
Ne w Cruis e  De s tina tions  Map

Active Expansion

2 0 2 6  Se a s o n
● Bu ffa lo ,  NY

● Og d e n s b u rg ,  NY

● Os w e g o ,  NY

● Roc h e s te r ,  NY

● Sh e b oy g a n ,  W I

Future Horizons

2 0 2 8  & Be y o n d
● Erie ,  PA

● An d  m a n y  m ore

Th e  re g io n a l c ru is e  p a r tn e rs h ip  c o n t in u e s  to  
b ro a d e n  it s  fo o tp r in t ,  a d d in g  h is to r ic  p o rt s  a n d  
d e v e lo p in g  in fra s t ru c tu re  to  a c c o m m o d a te  re c o rd  
p a s s e n g e r  g ro w th .



Th a n k You !

Qu e s t ion s ?
Fe e l fre e  t o  re a c h  o u t  w ith  a n y  in q u ir ie s  o r  
fe e d b a c k.

Connect with me

jazmine.jurkiewicz@dot.gov

w w w .s e a w a y .d o t . g ov

w w w .g re a t la ke s - s e a w a y . c om

mailto:jazmine.jurkiewicz@dot.gov
http://www.seaway.dot.gov
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about:blank
about:blank

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12

